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■    l^VHAT^S  lIETyTS  IK  TEE  I.IARICTS?- 


^  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  Peh^  7,  1947) 

S/ilT  FRANCISCO,  Feb,  4  —  Still  standing  at  the  top  of  the  list  among 
the  wcok^s  best  fruit  huys  arc  Northwestern  Rome  Beauty  applesj  California 
Nerrtovm  apples,  grapefruit,  oranges,  and  tangerines.    Apples  are  a  slaado  higher 
priced  than  last  week,  hut  there  is  no  change  on  the  citrus  fruits. 

Avocados,  lemons,  and  pears  continue  as  fairly  good  buys  at  practically 
the  same  prices. 

In  the  vogetablo  kingdom,  cauliflower  has  edged  its  v.-ay  up  to  head  the 
list  of  best  buys.  Broccoli  runs  a  close  second  at  slightly  lower  prices, 
while  both  onions  c^Ad  potatoes  remain  staunch  supporters  of  the  best  buy  class 
at  unclianged  prices. 

Next  in  line  arc  the  bunched  vegetables  as  a  fair  buy,  along  vdth 
peppers  and  tomo.toes,  considering  the  season  of  the  year. 

In  the  scarce  and  high  department,  v/e  find  artichokes  and  soft  squash. 
Lettuce  is  still  not  too.  r)lentiful  ana  hi<j;h.     The  same  is  true  of  rood  aualitv 
celery,  end  hard  squash  is  climbing  up  in  price.     Cabbage  is  higher  than  usual 
for  this  tim.e  of  year,  oven  though  it  has  dropped  a  little  since  last  weolci 

"R"  before  "S,"  says  the  alphabet.     But  v.'hen  it  comes  to  rhubarb,  it*s 
"S  -  ugar"  before  "R, "     However,  housewives  T,i.th  a  bit  of  sugar  hidden  from 
the  family  sugar  bov/l  will  find  tint  there  is  some  good  quality  hothouse 
rhubarb  from  TTashington  in  the  market  now        fairly  high  priced  though. 

In  thinking  about  meo<.t,  v/e  find  that  again  this  iveek  the  spotlight 
centers  upon  beef  supplies,,  v^iich  are  accumulating.     Steer,  heifer  and  cow 
beef  carcasses  are  all  O2»00  lov/er  priced,,  with  quality  running  mxiinly  in  the 
Good  grade  class*     On  veal,  prices  c^re  about  the  same  on  quality  falling  in 
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a  rather  narrow  range  of  Sornacrcial  and  Utility  grades*    In  the  case  of  lamb 
and  nutton,  supplies  are  fairly  ivell  balanced  v/ith  tlio  local  demand,  e-vun 
though  offerings  of  cv7o  mutton  are  very  moderate  and  in  little  demand.  The 
lamb  is  mostly  of  Good  and  Choice  grades  and  practically  unchanged  in  prdco^. 
Fresh  pork  supplies  are  moving  well  on  a  fair  clearance*.    Pork  loins  are  up 
02«OO,  v/hilo  regular  and  skinned  hojns  arc  Ol.OO  lower.     ITo  change  on  bacon. 

Butter  prices  seem  to  be  holding  their  ovm  on  the  upturn  started  last 
ViToek,     Grade  A(92Score)  is  up  5  cents  at  69  cents  per  pound,  while  Grade  B(90 
Score)  is  still  o.t  60  cents.     One  factor  in  the  upward  trend  of  prices  if  the 
recent  reduction  in  rcto.il  prices,  resulting  in  an  improved  consumer  demand. 
Another  is  the  blizzard  vrcathor  of  the  liiddlo-'Yost,  which  has  resulted  in 
transportation  tie-ups  and  li'^hter  receipts. 

Egg    prices  are  lov/cr  tliis  Y/eek^  too.     Grade  A  Large  eggs  are  3  cents 
per  dozen  less  at  50  to  50^  contsj  Mediums  arc  2  cents  lower  at  48  to  48^  cent 
and  Grade  B  Large  eggs  are  1  cent  cheaper;  at  40  to  40j-  cents  *  Gro.de  A  Sna.ll 
eggs  remain  at  44  to  45-J-  cents.    A  steadily  increasing  production,  liberal 
supplies  in  retail  outlets,  o.nd  heavier  su.pplies  from,  nco.rby  aroas^  plus 
lov.rer  prices  on  Central  ITestern  shipments,  are  rco.scns  for  the  lov;er  prices* 

On  poultry,  \rc  find  tho.t  supplies  of  young  chickens,  especially  large 
fryers  and  roasters,  arc  lo.rger  than  normal  for  this  season  of  the  year. 
But  Leghorn  fovrl  are  in  volume  about  as  cjcpccted*    Although  consumption  of 
poultry  is  being  stimulated  by  lov/er  prices,   all  stocks  have  not  cleared. 
As  a  result,  a  considerable  volume  is  moving  into  storage.     On  prices,  we  see 
that  fryers  weighing  3  to  4  pounds  are  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  lovrer  tiian 
last  vfeek,  v^ith  roasters  of  4  pounds  and  more  2  cents  less.    All  v/eights 
of  dreso.ed  Leghorn  fov/1  are  up  1  cent  per  pound.    Also  higlier  are  livev/eight 
young  hen  and  tom  turkeys  —  up  1  to  2  cents... 
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(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  Febe  14,  1947) 
SAIT  FRANCISCO,  Feb.  11 — Again  this  week  at  the  top  of  the  list  of 
best  fruit  buys  are  grapef r^ait,  oranges  (a  little  higher  priced),  a.nd 
tangerines,  along  with  ilorthvTe stern  Rone  Beauty  apples  and  California 
ITewtcwn  apples© 

Avocados  reiia-in  a  fair  buy,  but  lemons  are  up  in  price  this  week. 

Cauliflower  is  still  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  best  vegetable  buys 
with  onions  and  potatoes  taking  s3cond  place. 

Fair  buys  include  broccoli,  carrots,  and  terra  tees.    Host  of  the 
tomatoes  in  the  market  nov^-  o.re  from  the  Imperial  Valley  and  are  lovrer 
priced  tlian  usual  for  this  season,. 

Cabbage  .and  squash  are  a  little  loxver,  but  c elery  is  higher  and 
lettuce  continues  in  the  high  price  bracket.     Peppers  are  about  5  cents 
per  pound  highero 

For  homemakers  v-dth  some  extra  sugar,  there  is   still  a  good  supply 
of  ITashington  hothouse  rhubarb  available  at  prices  a  little  lovror. 

In  contrast  to  not  so  m.any  v/eeks  ago  —  when  a  steak  was  more  or 
less  a  subject  for  dreaming  about  —  supplies  of  beef  are  now  quite  plenti 
ful.     In  fact  J   supplies  this  past  week  have  been  heav^--  enough  so  that 
'iiere  has  been  some  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  outlets  for  them.  The 
retail  trade  is  featuring  price  concessions  in  some  instance'^o  Quality 
is  ranging  mostly  Commercial  to  Good,  v.'hile,  in  keeping  vd-th  last  week's 
da'mward  trend,  prices  are  davn  Ol.OO  to  02,00,     On  veal,  supplies  are 
fairly  amiple  and  consist  cf  Utility  ond  Coini-iercial  grade*     Supplies  of 
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lamb  are  making  a  daily  clearance  under  a  rather  "broad  demand.  But 
norc  liberal  su'oplies  of  exre  mutton  are  in  rather  narrow  demand.  Pork 
supplies  continue  fairly  liboral  and  in  strong  domCind,     Sorrs  Mid-lTest 
frozen  pork  is  na7  available  end  ample  supplies  of  smoked  bacon  and 
smoked  hams  are  offered  at  prices  02»OO  lo7.-er# 

Butter  prices  are  holding  up  witli  Grade  3(90  Score)  butter  up  5 
cents  per  pound  at  65/«     Grade  A(92  Score)  rc?:io.ins  at  69/,     Consumer  demand 
is  loss  active  at  those  higher  prices,  but  even  so,  San  Frrjicisco  retail^ 
sales  for  the  yjcqIz  ending  Fob.  1  were  up  12^3%  and  iTore  91»9%  above  last 
year*    At  the  same  time,   creamery  butter  production  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  is  roughly  4:2%  greater  thon.  last  year. 

On  eggs,  V7e  find  that  all  sizes  of  Grade  A  eggs  are  8  to  9  cents  per 
dozen  lov/er  than  last  week  and  that  Grade  B  eggs  are  dovm  3  cents.  Reasons 
for  this  price  drop  include  larger  supplies  of  fresh  eggs  from,  nearby 
areas  b-ut  no  stim-ulation  in  demand. 

All  classes  of  poultry  are  plentiful  now,  especially  young 
chickens  and  turkeys.     The  only  price  change  fror^  a  week  ago  is  on 
dressed  young  hen  turkeys,  v/hich  are  1  to  2/  per  pound  higher  at  42 
to  4-3/  per  pound.    Young  toms  are  8  cents  loivor  than  the  hens  at  34 
to  35/i5 
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(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  Feb,  21,  1947) 
SAiJ  FRALICI3C0,  Feb.  18  —  The  T/eck»s  best  fruit  buys  include  Romo 
Beauty  apples,   California  ITovrtov/n  apples,  grapefruit,  and  tangerines. 

Oranges  have  lost  their  place  among  the  best  buys  because  of  higher 
price s#     Only  the  snail  oranges  are  a  fair  buy,  along  v/ith  lemons  and  avocados. 

Among  the  vegetables,  good  buys  include  broccoli  in  plentiful  supply 
and    relatively  lovr  priced,  caulif lovror,  onions  \mchanged  to  a  little  lower 
priced,  and  pobo.toes  at  the  same  prices. 

Carrots  are  a  fair  buy,  as  well  as  lov;er  priced  pea s ^  more  plentiful 
spinach,  and  tomr.toes  at  declining  prices.  Rliubarb  is  selling  at  a  rather 
loY7  price  and  is  a  fair  buy,  providing  there  is  some  sugar  available. 

The  first  green  asparagus  of  the  season  has  arrived,  but  it  is  high  priced 
and  ddcidodly  in  the  luxury  class. 

Artichokes  are  becoming  more  plentiful  and  the  price  is  going  dovm, 
vrhilc  bunched  vegetables  are  very  little  changed  and  celery  is  aboiit  the  same 
as  for  last  week.     The  price  of  lettuce  is  dov/n  a  little,  and  squashes, are  a 
shade  lov/er,  but  poppers  are  still  holding  their  higher  prices. 

In  looking  over  the  meat  supply  for  this  week,  v/e  find  that  contrary 
to  the  last  co'tiple  of  weeks  supplies  of  beef  are  more  nearly  in  balance  with 
the  demand.    A    curtailment  in  loccd  slaughter  has  made  for  less  offerings, 
vrhile  at  the  same  time,  deirand  has  been  stimulated  by  colder,  rainy  weather. 
Quality  is  ranging  from  Commercial  to  C-ood  v/ith  less  Choice  grade.  Prices 
are  about  "Qie  same.     Offerings  of  Commercial  to  Good  veal  are  enjoying  a 
daily  clearance.     In  general,  the  quality  of  lamb  is  of  Coixiercial  to  Choice 
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grade  and  in  good  demand,  but  there  is  little  denand  for  nutton.  Despite 
higlier  prices  on  live  hogs,  fresh  dressed  pork  is  very  little  changed.  All 
pork  products  are  in  good  demand.     Spareribs  are  in  light  supply  and  skinned 
haras  are  selling02^OO  above  the  regular  hans» 

lloderate  supplies  of  butter  are  unchanged  in  price  this  week*     Grade  A 
(92  Sccro)  remains  o.t  69/  per  pound  and  Grade  E  (90  Score)  at  65/,     Demand  is 
fairly  good  but  not  as  good  as  it  has  been. 

Plentiful  supplies  of  eggs  are  lovrer  priced  in  the  San  Francisco  market 
than  in  any  other  ^Tost  Coast  marlst.     Since  a  v/eek  ago  the  only  price  change 
in  on  Grado  ".V"  Sairill  eggs,  which  are  now  selling  at  35  to  35-^-  cents  per 
dozen.     Grado  "A"  Large  eggs  arc  qi-oted  at  41  to  42-|-  cents  per  dozen,  I'odiunis 
at  39  to  40t/,  and  Grade  "B"  Large  at  5  7  to  384/, 

Liberal  supplies  of  poultry  are  very  little  changed  in  price  from,  last 
week,  but  roasters  are  up  1  cent  per  pomd  on  live  vreight.     Turkeys  are 
abundant  ncrvY  —  especially  the  heaver  toms,  v/hich  are  rurjiing  4  to  6  cents 
lov/er  in  price  this  year  than  last.     If  llrs.  Homenaker  finds  that  a  ton  turkey 
is  too  large  for  her  family  needs.,  perhaps  she  could  form  a  little  cooperative 
vfith  Ilrs.  Homemaker next  door,  vrlth  each  one  taking  half  the  bird.     This  may 
prove  a  solution  for  the  Washington  Birthday  holiday  dinner.     There  are 
plent2/'  of  hen  t^arkcys  available,  too,  but  they  are  2  to  3  cents  per  pound 
higher  this  Treek  at  32  to  33  cents  per  poind  alive  and  44  to  46  cents  per 
pound  dressed,  v/Iiile  tom.s  a.re  about  unchanged  at  24  to  25  cents  alive  and  35 
to  35  cents  dressed. 
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WHAT»S  :JE^TS  III  THE  IIARKETS? 
.  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  v/eek  ending  Feb.  gsT^iM?) 

SAH  FRAITCISCO,  Feb.  25  —  Best  buys  are  small  oranges  (slightly 
loT:er  priced )j  grapef ririt^  Rome  Beauty  apple s^  and  California  Nevvtovm  apples. 

Avocados    are  unchanged  in  price  and  a  fair  buy,  along  mth  lov^er 
priced  lemons. 

Broccoli        in  plentiful  supply  and  lovr-priced  heads  the  best  veg- 
etable   buys,  v.dth  caulif lo:ver  slightly  higher,  onions  a  shade  loiver,  and 
potatoes  a  shade  higher  priced  completing  the  list. 

Asparagus  is  com.ing  in  in  hea\7^,r  supply  for  tliis  early  in  the  season 
and  the  price  is  about  4-5  cents  per  pound  lor-er  this  week  to  make  it  a 
fair  buy.     Others  in  the  fair  buy  class  i?iclude  bunched  vegetables,  celery, 
peas  at  a  lov.'er  price-,  rhubarb,  and  spinach. 

Artichokes  are  lovrer  priced,  v.^hile  sci^o.sh  is  high  and  tomatoes  much 
higher  than  last  week. 

Less  meat  at  higher  prices  sujms  up  the  story  this  v/eek.    TTith  the 
past  v;eek*s  beef  slaughter  cut  dowm  by  about  10  per  cent,  coolers  have  taken 
on  the  appearance  of  pre-raticning  days  v/nen  all  supplies  were  cleared^ 
Quality  is  ranging  Comi?i.ercial  to  Good  T.'-ith  Good  beef  rounds  5l.00  higher. 
Supplies  of  m.ostly  Cormercial  and  Good  veal  are  enjoying  daily  clearance 
at  prices  up  '.'2,00  to  vS.OO,     In  general.  Commercial  to  Choice  grades  con- 
stitute the  lamb  in  the  market.     Demiand  is  fairly  broad.     S'.'ve  mutton  is 
m.ore  plentiful  but  has  only  moderate  demand.     Pork  supplies  are  lov/er  than 
for  the  past  three  v^eeks,  vrhiie  practically  all  cuts  are  selling  -?2,00  to 
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v6«00  hi;],her  in  keeping  Y/ith  the  upturn  in  prices  on  live  hogs. 
There  are  anple  supplies  of  smoked  han  and  bacon  nav. 

The  trend  o.  the  butter  market  is  much  like  that  of  the  meat 
market,     Supplic's  are  lighter  and  prices  are  higher,     CJrade  A  (92  Score) 
is  up  5  cents  per  pound  at  72  cents  and  Grade  B  (90  Score)  is  6  cents 
higher  at  71  cents  per  pound.     Demand  is  less  at  these  prices.    As  a 
result,  sales  of  margarine  are  on  the  increase.     For  the  week  ending 
Feb,  15,  retail  sales  of  butter  in  San  Francisco  T/ero  3,3/^  fcAver 
than  for  the  previous  iveoko     But  despite  this,  they  wore  still  G9% 
a  b  o~v'e  1  a  s  t  ye  a  r , 

All  grades  of  eggs  are  1  to  2  cents  per  dozen  higher  this  v:eek. 
Supplies  are  lighter  because  of  a  reduction  in  receipts  coming  in  from 
Central  ITestern  areas,    Aiid  getting  dow.  to  the  bottom  of  tilings,  v/e 
find  tliat  the  reduction  in  receipts  rras  ifiS-de  because  of  unfavorable 
prices  here  on  the  West  Coast,     Demand  continues  fairly  good. 

Although  there  is  plenty  of  poultry  to  go  around,  receipts  have 
tapered  off  some,     broilers,  fryers  and  roasters  are  in  good  dem.and, 
but  Leghorn  hens  aro  little  T/anted,     Prices  are  up  1  cent  per  pound  on 
both  li-^."e  and  dressed  broilers  and  liglit  fryers  and  1  to  2  cents  per 
poiond  b.igher  on  heavy  fryers  and  roasters,     Turlsys  continue  a  good  buy 
at  unchan2:ed  trices,  v.-hile  both  live  and  dressed  souabs  are  selling  10 
cents  per  pound  lovrer, 
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